Neosporosis-associated abortion in a dairy goat.
Neospora canium tachyzoites and tissue cysts were found in tissues of a goat fetus aborted after 3.5 months of gestation. The fetus had hydrocephalus and a hypoplastic cerebellum. The predominant lesion in the fetus was severe encephalitis associated with numerous N canium tissue cysts. Parasites in fetal tissues reacted positively with N caninum antibodies in immunohistochemical tests. The doe was clinically normal and had a 1:800 antibody titer to N caninum as determined by use of an indirect fluorescent antibody test 9 months after abortion. Five of 77 other does from this herd also had indirect fluorescent antbody titers to N caninum that were > or = 1:100.